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Summary

fair. A number of actors have a part to play if the prmmpl‘e
substance: the government as legislator and executxvej
public at large.

What is 'fair' in taxation can be defined by referepg:ﬁ
in the legal conscience of the public at large. :J@liis
parts. The first part (chapters 1 to 4) looks at\mv{

COI]dll

the literature necessary for actual falrness T faxatio c ‘\gq?’remem\' e inade, for
example, on the substance and strucgﬁirc\ei} tax leglslatmbh and Qﬁ h@w 1t can be
elaborated. The second part (the anngyg ~\ifonslders’Ievgm‘qplmong/«;ui\ xation and tax
leglslatlon The oplmons mdlcate wﬁe{hf:r Br not ;ﬁbﬁgqﬁe mvol/vég t%‘ne day-to-day
%8 b>eileve a}v mé@bﬁdmons\’ﬁ‘avﬁbéen fulfilled for
J‘ﬁese ogﬁgugns are mcludéd ‘n>part in chapters 3

and 4. Abstract, ethical thou } £
current legal practice.

fair (the principle ofy jsg“ “l;y) Cumnf\iggal pra,cqbe §1.iggests that tax laws are
compllcated and cougﬁq \Vague tef {nbrder o

slation, is making an adequate
smce its implementation demands

tha{i disnnctlolxm“ @e made\bctWQefX fair and unfair taxation is based on natural law.
of unpOrtanc& o h&concepf of fairness in taxation are the four canons laid down by
Adar Smith, ‘The st is that faxes are seen to be fair if the tax burden is universal and
equal for alf msl?ﬁiers of society. Taxatlon however, must take account of the unequal
economwpa&gOhs of the public. Today, this is done by reference to the principles of
law or p ,po):t:ondhty and in particular to the principle of equality.

Smi s{;eond third and fourth canons are that tax legislation must be known, legally
certain ‘ahd enforceable. Clear and understandable legislation is therefore essential if Burgemeester Snijdersstraat 7
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